ODAWG Meeting January 13/2010

Meeting at the home of Marty and Carolyn 

Present:

Reviewed minutes of the last meeting.

Treasurer’s Report: We’re in pretty good shape, we had a lot of members, new and renewals at the AGM on November 24-09. Since then we had 4 people join.

Balance $2250, not counting the cheque for sponsorship from Oshawa Vacuum for $750 and it is to cover six months of dog waste disposal bags.

Membership: Bernadett brought up an option for our members to be able to renew online, through the Meet Up group, and people would be able to pay through Pay Pal, however when looking into it further, there was a charge for Meet Up, although she didn’t know whether if was monthly, or quarterly. 

There was discussion regarding the idea of holding some kind of a fund raising get together, such as Woofstock in Toronto. We will revisit this in the future.

Committee Reports

Brad Rosnak from the City of Oshawa: Update from Nov 17, the presentation, regarding the proposal to change the boundaries. He reported that they are in process of deciding what they’re going to do in regards to this. He indicated that there are several ways that this could go, however the report to the city has to be in by this Friday and then it will be decided. Feb 20 is the date that this will go to committee.

He also indicated that there is something in the works to getting a significant sign put at the corner of Rathburn and Grandview. He mentioned that it might be constructed of stone and timber. 

He mentioned the accessibility issue on the northern slope from Maddock Court into the leashed area. We’re also working to get signs up at the Maddock entrance, such as the ones we have at the Rathburn entrance.

Regarding the Glaspell farm and the sheep, regarding the use of signs and reinforcing this. 

There was a woman who was knocked off her feet by her dogs up in the top off leash field. 

There was discussion regarding the trails that are at risk during the winter months. Discussion revolved around putting up signs similar to signs that are in other naturalized type parks.

The other item that was asked forward was regard to the ‘professional dog walk.’ How do we police it, from both our standpoint and the city’s? We talked about what we could do to govern this, whether it be through a licensing aspect, or something such as that.

Dianne Meitner will look into how other dog parks are addressing the issue of professional dog walkers.

Special Projects: Flagging for the fence.  Debbie brought up that maybe we could do some planting in the high-risk areas. We discussed the use of garbage cans, and whether we needed to add another one. 

Benches: Marty has a prototype of a bench. He has access to twenty or so cherry planks, which could be made into benches. 

We discussed doing up a ‘Did you Know?’ type bulletin up on the board and website.

Ambassadors: We had three sign up at the AGM. We need to get the people’s names and addresses of all the complete board and executive to the city so that we can be covered under their insurance. 

Cathy Duncan from Animal Services: At no time there’s nothing to add, everything’s just fine.

Website: Right now it appears that CJ, Debbie’s son will continue to maintain it. We discussed doing a ‘pet of the month’ in conjunction with the Humane Society. We need to make sure there are links such as our Facebook page, meet and greets.

New Business

One of the things we’ve discussed in the past is the Memorial Program. We also had someone approach us as a potential sponsor, but as we didn’t have a definite goal at the time but we would definitely take it under consideration and give it some thought. Bill and Clare discussed the board at Second Marsh and how they have donations designated with leaves with the benefactor’s names on it. We discussed combining this idea with the tree planting. Clare is going to contact the volunteers to look into what type of options are out there. 

It was mentioned about the possibility of putting in some sort of water fountain. That might prove to be a challenge.

We asked if it might be possible to get a portable toilet. This would be approached in a sponsorship venture to help offset the costs.

Kedron: There was a three to two vote against approval to use this park during designated times. It was brought to counsel and counsel then sent it to community services to continue with this. It was Clare’s understanding that counsel told them to go back to discuss it further and come back to them. 

Our response to the ‘committee’ wanting to turn this particular park to an off-leash park, is to contact city counsel and to work with them.

Next Meeting: April 6th, at Marty and Carolyn’s unless otherwise stated.

Meeting adjourned 10 pm

