ODAWG EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES
September 16, 2009
Debi Foster’s house 7:00 pm
Present:  Kathy Duncan, Clare Ford, Debi Foster, Diane Meitner, Yvonne Kuhn, Martin Pageot, Brad Rosnak
Approval of Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting June 3, 2009:  The minutes were approved with the addition of Diane Meitner to the attendees list.
Old Business:  Clare and Debi postponed their June presentation to the Community Services Committee until they hear back from the City in regards to possible boundary changes to the park to help provide solutions to the interaction between on leash and off-leash dog walkers and the ongoing issues around wet and flooded trails. (see Report from City)
Treasurer’s Report:
Yvonne Kuhn circulated the financial statement and informed that 6 new memberships and 2 renewals have come in the past quarter.  There have also been some donations accompanying these memberships.





Bank Balance at this date:   
1235.00




Cash on Hand:
        

 209.46
Yvonne is going to investigate the possibility of a bank account with better rates.  Service charges are presently $7.50.  They would be decreased if cheques are not returned to the group.  There may also be other options, depending on the balance in the account.

Upcoming Expenses:
Marty will order two cases of dog poop bags.

The website fees will be due in November.
Report from City of Oshawa:
Brad Rosnak reported that after meeting with committee members and city staff, the staff put together two proposals for trail modifications within the park to help deal with the drainage problems. The chosen proposal will be part of the Capital Budget Submission for 2010.
Proposal One would involve modifying the off leash boundaries to allow use of trails that are less flooded in the spring. 
1) The fence along the north boundary of the off leash area by the south entrance would be moved further north to include the chipped pathway as part of the off leash area.  
2) The south bridge would be decommissioned because erosion to the stream bank is progressing in a manner that is going to affect the integrity of the bridge.  The pathway leading down to the south bridge is also very steep and often very slippery.  Modifications to the path to alleviate the problems would be very expensive to put in place.  The trail south of the south bridge is muddy for most of the year and would require the construction of an extensive boardwalk to make it more walker friendly.  
3) The middle bridge area would become an off leash area and the eastern entrance to the orchard off-leash would be moved to accommodate that change.  The culvert at the top of the hill will be replaced to accommodate appropriate drainage and prevent erosion of the trail to the middle bridge.

4) The pathways will be wood chipped where possible.  Partnership with ODAWG may be required to assist in dispersal of chips to inaccessible areas.
5) Solutions to the wearing of the orchard bowl area would be considered.   
6) The slope that parallels the runoff system from Pondview Court would be terraced to make the eastern (north) bridge more accessible.  The entrance to the park from the Maddock Court area will be examined to provide effective ingress and egress.
Proposal Two would retain the same boundaries and make modifications to the trails and bridge to make them safer.  Solutions such as changing the slope of some trails, building of boardwalks over wet, muddy areas and monitoring the state of the south bridge including making modifications to deal with the effects for the river flow to the base and structural soundness. This proposal will be far more expensive to achieve and the Parks Staff feel that it is not the preferred solution to the issues at hand.
After discussion and question the executive indicated their unanimous support for Proposal One.
By-Law / Animal Services Report:  Kathy Duncan advised the group that there would be a meeting at the Bobby Orr Lounge to discuss changes to the City By-Laws pertaining to Animal Control that will replace the Responsible Pet Owner Act. Highlights of the changes are the ability to issue administrative penalties rather than strictly provincial offences.  There will also be an escalating system of fines that range from the administrative penalties, through first, second and third offences.  It is hoped that these changes will also be reflected in the judgment of provincial offences.
Kathy reported that at the end of July there was an incident involving the killing of three sheep at the farm that backs onto the Park.  A dog was caught at the scene, but escaped after biting two people.  The dog may have been walking at the park.  Please be aware that dogs on the property will be shot (as under Provincial Law).

In August there was also a case of a dog on dog attack in the park, during which the owner of the attacking dog reportedly took no responsibility for the dog’s actions.

Ambassadors:  Diane Meitner informed the group that she had nothing new to report.
Special Projects:  Marty told the group that we were using a lot of poop bags and he would need to order more.  The mail box at the entrance disappeared and he will be replacing it.   In light of the flooding around the south entrance to the park and no immediate solutions, Marty will ask Dru Chillingworth about the placement of a sand box by the front entrance to help solve some of the ice issues.   
Web Page:  Shane has set up “Ask the Trainer” portion of the website so that Brenda is able to update that portion of the site herself.  Clare will ask Shane if a link from the website to the two Facebook pages could be set up.  She will also find out if Shane would like any help working with the site and if he would CJ Foster has volunteered to assist him.

The executive proposed that the website feature a dog and/or cat available for adoption each month.  Kathy said that it would be possible from the standpoint of the animals and helping out the shelter and Humane Society.  

The website maintenance fees will be coming due in November.  Marty will ask Kim at Global Pet Food about generously sponsoring the site again this year.
CKC Canine Good Neighbour Certification:  The certification was deemed a success.  Ten dogs were evaluated and received their Certification.  ODAWG also raised some funds in the process. Thank you Brenda for all your help in this endeavour.
(Ten dogs X $20.00) - (10 X$5.00/certificate) - $26.25 park usage fee paid to the City = $133.75
New Business:  The Memorial Guidelines will be examined to develop a process that would be suitable for the park.
Membership Drive:
October 18 at the Park entrance

AGM:
November 24, 2009

7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Location TBD (Diane will source)
Next Meeting: 7:00 p.m. January 13, 2010 at Debi Foster’s home.
